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ear Ro, tiore refemblance to the
drawn of,'thembj;}heﬁ: then; th 4 ;
emfelves do_(for, T would: exprefs
enuine patriots,: found lawyess, or
ut, werk fuch courts as tyrannous
yowere they mentioned in this dif}
no-more’ likeliI63d of &t having a7-
faryland, than an autede fe. That
ight to have made this affertion at
nce-$urally briefly-mform the pub.
mn on which the epifcopate has ever -
The bifthop fhall have no coercive
any ‘expeflation of acquiring an
he fhall be empowered to intertere
es; either civil or religious, enjiyed
profefling chriftiahity, but differing
ilhed” church ; (hall have no powers®
ters, of any kind, but fhall be con.
be limits cf'his charge, té. offices
| ;. nothing is ‘defired for Nim, that
it, interfere with the dignity or au.
relt . f the governcr, or any ot'er
'and, finally, he fhall be maintained,
jecBming his rank and ftation, et by
peaple; but by the donations of pious -
«d men, bequeathed for this efpecial
lready amounting to many thouland
<, 1 aver, is the only epilcopate that
ied, or withed for; and thofe, who
y, can do it only with the view of
bufing the multitude, ' whofe wide.
lity; they imagine, is capable of
abfurdity.™ 7 i
tary of flate, the clergy leave the pre.
¢ tuch an_one-to their king.  Oneof *
wrote their proceedings at the meet-
county they thought, they might, in-
n their clerk oF fecretary ; a word that
¢ one who wiites for another.” In
‘was no unufual thing for elerks more
ercife this office ; and, if I miltake
1is circumilance, that the word clrk,
tary, or ome who avrites far axotber, is
“as it ynay, our fecretary neither afked,

hi,

ing any (o good. 'timfenlre:iﬁ'y madde to their hands,
id they bt know how to'ufe them, Cherepiftopiy fub- . .
Jfidiary bifbopsy’ and: fuffrdgans “dre terms we requentl 1
ineesrwith & bat, 2 “fub-bybapiis_abeing, formed- b§
theit:plaftic powers, who maz o and:unmake ecclefiattical -
Q.,mcvn;‘_:é_g4ﬁcskﬁaﬁwgt:grdxgan§gsg'» juit, as they pleafe:
Tiere Arémot, T heligve, jow” apy: (Uch, bilops-.ln-—
Englani(j but whether there are, or. age nat; I declard
upon my lidnonr, I'have nevér heard any perfon fpoke
en of_for a fuffragan, or fub-bifbsp id Maryland },6dc
nor' even oY “an areb-deacoh, though fuch, it is° oﬂi’i’\_
ble; there filay bel” If thefe~ patriots have; an Hef‘-
moreovel; fhould happen ' to’tbe” an “obnoxionl man, let -
themdpprize the publick: of ’it;in*time; that, as King
ames faid, he may.:be ¢ harry’d.out of the hand.”. - -
~ ”-'That thjs:meafuye is impolitic,. according to the als .
moft unanimoss Jentiment of. America; refts. on the teltic |
moay of Meff. Chate and Paca, Thifword, ALMOST; .
s 'very. inconclufive and ‘indefinite § and; therefore; .
feems'well ¢alculatéd for the furpnfes of a man, who -
fhould be bent 'on making 'the‘experiment, faid to be.’
re¢commended by certain religioniftsj—=¢ quim prop2 -
¢¢-ad peceatum:fine peccato’ poflit accedere®—boew near
be could go'ts telling & lyey avitbont alually telling one. -
If thefe gentlemen have any other:authority for this -
affertion, which to me feems, to be a pretty bold oney
than their own conjeéture, L think, they thould have
Pmd”;,ed_ir,‘ Americaisan extenfive country, abound-
ing with inhabitants of very different political and re-
ligons ‘creeds; It may, therefore, be hazardous to
pronounce decifively, what the unamimous fentiment of
fo various-a people is. ' I have had fome occafion td
enquire into this matter ;- and (though, for the reafors
already afligned, I would be.cautious of fpeaking pofi: .
tively on a point fo difficult to afcertain) the refult of
3ny enquiries.is, that tne.people.of the church of Eng-
1and bave, -abnoff unanimeufly, been, advocates- for- it.
The very infiznficant exception ‘to this in Virginia,
hardly deferves mention : if even an oppofition to the
meafure there, appeared to ‘be confiderable, I have
ood_ reafon to believe, it is no longer fo. Quakers,
who make up the bulk of the people of one province,
nevar, as far as [ can learn, have exprefled any difap-
probation of it : on the contrary, I haye been affured,

pay, as las been infinuated : it fhould

that fome of their leading

he was not a lawyer, but aclergy.
publick has now feen this obnoxious
all upon every man of but commen
whether there be in it a fing'e [enti-
ion, brauding the geueral affembly avith
¢of LEVELLERS. RomiMh caluilts are
aintaining, that, o faith iste be kept
‘he wmen I have to do with, to judge™ -
they have written, feem to have ad-~
hard'y lefs iniquitous ; I mean, that
e tn belying the clergy. 1If any cffence
. affemb'ly, in extenuation of 1t, I can
no offence was meant to be given.

»pT,‘no—farrther—m’ime—in—diﬂ'gf ing-in——f

the affembly, than, perhaps, prefump-
1 the tnftance before us, thus to have
fumption, I honeftly own, for myfelfy
en notorioully guiityof it though I
e, I ncller fhall again. Whatever the

to take place; grateful for -the unmoleited lecurity — verament ?-Noj-in—every uther inftance;-

they enjoy under our eftablithment, and which their
hiftory in America has tdught them fo bé difident of
under the prevalence of any other fyftem: Aid, it
were truly ftiange, fhould citholicks be fo inferifible of -
the indulgence of government in allowing them a po-
pith bifhop: at Quebec, a.part of whoft datli; at his
ffcunfccration,prpeau_[rgm_tjipbjtiﬁcal, publithed

at Rome, 1611, p: 57,—19,7‘!7H.:r:ticﬁi8£ rebelies doz —

«¢ mino papa perlequor & impugnabo,™ I avill attack
and perfecute bereticks and rebels to our lord the pope,—ne
4o inf:hfi'= of the mild and forbearing fpirit-of our
laws in thi: governnient, in particular, asy indecently,
———to-marmus-agaimit-tolerating that church i i
toleration to all, others.
b.fhop, or-bithops, in America and forefeé not, as I
can hear of, any harm from théir neighbours having
tuem_likewile,  So that the oppofition (and a moie
unneceffary or unjult cng, I thmk;—there—ncuver was)

¢ du h’orii&_;j_' nor, if there. were; ‘could any be re-’
ceived, Whed the govErnof pointed aut ghis impro-
priety, the' few clergymen, who had rqiii’ahied, ad-.
drefling Yiim-agaid, requefted; that hewould hot fhew
our papers to the aflerhbly-id their'thien’ekceptionable
_form.r He, obligingly; did not; ‘andhere the iffair
“8iopped. SO .thit tw to-call thecléhgyrto account
for this tranfalipn} yhich thenifelves had lodg ago .
cqndentned, i3 jult asigenerous, as it would be induf-.
triaufly to obrain, and,expofe to the publick, the faulty
exércifes any of 'us.miy have made in our,fthool boy
days. A reprodch it is to have erred j bit, thé next
degrée of merit to not having erred at’ all, is 1o ac-
knowledge it when we have. The clergy of Marf'i
land, unlike fb¢ lawyers; Rnow themfelves to be falli-
ble men,: I feel no fhame in owning, I hdve been.
wrong ¢ if I didy I fliould be ftill more afianied not to
aét the part becoming, every honelt man; and man of .
honour, in fuch a cafe. I'do, therefore, thus pub-
lickly, afk pardon of the fefaries, for the thare which
1 41ad in this unfuppdrted charge.’ : . :
_-Not to have aniwered the queries dddreffed to meon
. this fubjet by Mefl. Chafe and Paca; would have been:
inconfiftent with the promife I too rafhly made them ;
and yet; in anfwering them; 1 find, with concern,
I have, unavoiddbly, been led to trifling. Yet was I
not forry to have an opportutity offered me of givinga
true and fair account of an American epifcopate, at a
time when; as Lord Falkland, in the firft Charles’s time;
was wont to fay, ¢ Thofe, who hate bifliops, hate
¢¢.them worfe than the devil; and thofé- who love
¢ them, do not love them fo well as their dinners,”
Clarendan; Hift. Rebellion, Book 4. I théretofe beg
my rca(.ic'rs to bear with me a few moments lofiger.
Were it poffible, that the liberties, either civil or -
rchglqus; ot but the moft inconfiderable individual in
America could be endangered only by what we afk; L
declare, in the fincerity of my heart, ] would ceale to '
afk it.  But; this is not poflible. We petition only to
be put on an equal footing with every otlier religious
fociety, Diffenters, quakers; catholicks; all are com-
pletely tolerated ¢ the church of England only wants
toleration. " Is this equitable==is it decent? What, I
pray;, has fhe dore, that fhe alone fliould be diftrufted,
ad-held-in-fetiers—Are-henprinciples-inimicdl-to-go-

" njon,; think Ji

. in this meafure; folely,-by conftience and principie s

{ . (2 _’4_,,‘1::
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for - the , off e, f it not thens £
,,a ftrange contradictary, policy,, to fubjett them td,

fo needlefs a rilque and éxpence; E-,fprc’ they can bg:, "
in & capacity:to be induted int yagaat livings i -,
. The hol‘;% i confidered asan
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ential by our. chiurch j-and whigh;, for want, of :a,p
fon-capasiiated toadminilés. ity fhe colonilt car
have the comfort of. It mitters not Ahdt many.
fpe@able - ¢hriftians; without e pale of ‘our comt

htly of this. £itq~=this happens eve

FAS ﬁii;ﬁ:d.féé;;he'iomce
an?l :{ }g'an ) 3 ;

aeroay
: ry:
day, aﬁd'\*illﬁlappen, in countlels iftances—as lo.'qg:',,
however, as there; certainly;, are . many thoufapds
ood and blameléfs fubjets, who -think it meceffary; I
efire to know what good réafon can be given, why
they fhould-not be indulgrd; ag:well as other chriftians
are, in,the pequiiar ceremonies of their ref e&ive reli-
gions, . = oyt . o G, 5
_I will not dedy, that I know of objections to an Az
merican epifcopate. I know uf many, that have Beed
made § ‘and I know of ‘more; ttiar might be made;
What. human fcheme cam be propofed, to which ob=
jeCtions imay not be made?. I can, however, with persr -
fect truth,- declare, thay- I have hever yet féen.any:
(and I am pr'ctt{ well read in the contipverfy) which;)
1 could think, bore any proportion of weight to the;
arguments that have been given for it. I do pot de
fire, that the publick fhould be influenced By my’qpi=
nions, farther than they appear to be well-funndeds .
let every man read, and determine for. himfejf. And+
yet, in juttice to mylelf, I may obferve, that if, after,
all, I be wrong, few perfons have taken more, .if o,
much, pains to be right, I add, and with the more.
confilence, as no one can fufpeét me of adulation, that
1 am firmly perfuaded, the clergy have been influenced .

and, as they may be fuppoted to have ftudied the quef-,
tion more than other peifons, fome deference, I fhould -
imagine; is due to their judgmentrs and the rather;:
as they cannot; faiily, be fufpeéted of any unduc bias;.-
nor ot being tin¢tured. withy what-has been called, the -
¢fprit du corps-inalmuch in the words of my oppo- .
nents; they cannot, poffibly; ¢ have any private views -
¢« —pothing is t0 be put-into their p .ckets.; on the
t¢ contrary; their purfes along, if any, are to be opens .
ed on ‘the occafion.™ ol

tion fpeaks a very difterent language, ¢ If; among
¢ the feveral denominations of ghriftians, there be one;
¢ which has preferved the due medium, in its difc-
¢¢ pline, between tyranny and oppreflion on the one
¢ haad, and licentioulnefs and anarchy on the other
¥ —in its dofrines, bevween fuch claims of infallibili- -
4 ty; as prectude all private judgment, and fuch lati-
-4 _tude as would_render a revelation”infignificant for
~¢¢ the purpofe of a ruleof faith—=in its auor/bip; be-
¢ tween fuperititious and 1dolatrous pomp, and a neg-
t¢ Jeét of decency and order——if, in its profefied prin=
¢t ciples, it be be(t fitted to promote publick peace and -

,which g ¢ happinefs, and, in its external polity, beft adapted tQ.
The moravians too have.a® *f the form of the civil conftitution ¢ and if, over and”

- t¢ above all thefe, it be, in other refpets, moft con=
¢t formable to the original ftandard; and to the ufages
t¢ of the beft and purelt ages of chriftianity fuch a
¢ fociety of chriftians (we truft) will ever recommend

ourcon{tku-——’l;htgond_pcopluLMamm.J@uﬁ@vgﬂ!@m@ .

me, who have begconie a publick writer by accident !
only, and-whofe itch for it; if ever it prévailed, may
be fuppoled to. be nowv pretty well abated, from chala- !

lenging any perfuns to refute.what I Bave here ad-: §
vanced. Having; I hope, alieady fuid as inuch as wai 48
expe&ted from me on the fubj:&, I have ne relu@ance : Ao
to confefy; that.I will be thankful to be releafed fromi 0o

it. Neverthelefs, if any one-thall_think, I am-mate=.

rially wrong, and that my _errors inay be i erniciobs;

exhaufted as-the fubject i3; I invite. bim; ta (gy fo; an

I will, if I have health and .eifurey.cither, defend what

I have faid, if Ithink it defenfitle; or-fairly confefy”
- my miftakes; and thank the friendiy-iigp, that fhall.

} will not fupprefs my fentiments, that
f in the addrefs of the clergy, and fince
v, is, in every view of it, highly-inju-
olitic—#s not only on a paibably prefby
€ unconflitutional. ~ I will not aftiont the
the aflembly, by making any apology
1 s =
civitate liberd, linguam mentemque li-
yere.—sSuet. in Tib, Caf, fect. xxviul.
d, been true, that the governor cruthed
perdition, and made the abettors of it
4 fhrink back into their original nothing-
fion for thefe drawcanfirs to mangle,
- again ; unlefs, like Falftaff, they were
unpouder Perey, though dead. . God help
h-militant of ours! Mefl. Paca,,f]ohn-b
orough, by their omnipotent, ¢ ‘fic 90,
ibemus,” long ago nullified the a& made
fhunent: mot contented with this, the
1l us, that the governor, like fome nt«
1d, totally annibilated nine of her minil-
y infinuate, that we were, from the be-
viities. This is doing busnefs effetual-
ien who are in earnett. & wonder only,
1d think it neceffary to give themfelves
Juble about fuch original nothirgs. ]
cnow of no officers, nor minifters, that
hop is to have : they know only, .tha_t-lf-
. inuft  pay them: himfelf. For, it 182
d moft malicious fallchood; to afferty
e.was the moft diftant defign, or wifl in
s; to—liave-the people taxed a fingle far-y
maintenance of him, -or any of his lef-
I Wﬁwarwb:;a—: thb‘L(::%; it
ly to° the clergy ; for,- no others 2
:.y And, 1 -wilglynot fuppole, that either.
Mr. Chafe have fo tender 2 (cncem'_ﬁ;f
nsy-as to dread a tremendons courtmerely
nts. 'Thatwitnefles - differ from ommey

I hope,is true,” Not' but.that we alk
witniefles; witb might be beught = gert;ln;
lawyers are more hkely to trade in thf-'{e
an-clérgymen:  Be.this ofs it may, i3l
uld have credit for foxd!ﬁ';culltt ;23 tr:tm
ery. Quantum. ¢ff: fapere g,
co}v'nmi%icated tg?n{;af whether thefe th.-
be tranfported in @ man of 2var==ots
- I take ft for g’ ted, however, that lefl
ave’ it to piople, whio may hn"ﬁ‘;e e
find %Ihelr» way. tozhima a:-a:‘?{ﬁ%ue 4,
1] "hardly Thed-any, wwalignant L _
nte, 1 £ 'bfe‘,'-*it'v;illi;b.e:u.ﬂ‘?,,‘,b"'“o

: ol nis puws. <How
*’1‘4’ °“‘b"wa“'j"}%‘§§ff have nrt— -

w ithfet}inentiis allichis § buty 38
it .ﬁ‘zie{dﬁ\lnﬁyzr: ~have been ‘?3!'52:
&ion g woedecoining ¥ -though I do 21"
e to havé heard them charged with ™3
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has coine, chiefly, from one denomination of men—

fome hot-headed and fefractory diffenters id and about
~ New England; whofe fpirit is fuch, that, I truft, for

the peace and happinefs of this weftern world, every
other colony-on.the continent will Teave them, fingly,
to kick againit the ordinances of government. Such
appears to me to be the fentiment of Britith America;
concerning an epifcopite,

I fear, it would be invidious, as; 1 amfure, it
would be difficult, to fay who of the tlergy are avars
tby, and who unworthy. "It cannot be thofe only, as 1
once fufpefted, who were againft the petition; inaf-
much as, out of forty-four, whichj T believe; is the
‘number of incumbents in the province, there nevet
were more than ez againft it and; injuftice to them,
1 thould obferve,, that they were againft it, only at
shat jun&ure. To charge any of the clergy of the,
eftablithed church with having aéted fo very unnatural
and inconfiltent a part, as that of being adverfe to an
epifcopate, iz, in my judgment, groflly to flinder

them s and, I challenge thefe men to name one fuch .

clergyman in this gowernment of Maryland.

Onc good:! purpofe, at lealt, I find, will be anfwers
ed by the jntroduétion of a bifhop : it will induce two
men on their kneei o bend and 1o beawen dewoutly pray;
in a form of words, which their humility has taught
them 16 confider as not lefs becoming them, than the
poor publican, from whom they feetti to be borrowed

_and which,” pshaps, it would riot be amifs for therii to
——repeat-eveR-poOWs——— - -

¥ itlelf to a wwije and religions fegiftarare, as worthy of
A€ the firfl, and always of the chigf care.” Thefe are
the words of that moft excellent and learned divine,
‘the_late Dr. Fothergill of Dxford: their juftnefs and
pertinency will dpalogife for the length of’ the quota-
tion. And; if the delcription be verigcd il the thurch
of England, alone; the queltion returns upon us; why
is fhe, alone; to be ¢ fligmatifed by the want of thofe
¢t religious privilegés, which are granted to all other
¢ denominations of chriftians whatever} in the Britith
t¢ dominions?” Have herenemies from without ceafed
to revile and defpitefully ufe ber, thit thofe of her own
boifbold alfo muft becomé her worft foes? Alas | néie
ther is this the cafe. Truly deplorable is her fitud:
tions her ‘minifters are reproaclied- with-being,-evén
proverbially, anworiby, yet is flie dénied the only Hu-
man means the knows of, to remove the fcandal.—
May I; to the reafons alréady afligned by the writers
on this fubject, be permitted; without offence; which

I with not to give, to mention two others, which I i

have heard given, why an epifcopate has not yet been
‘ranted_to America, Thofe querulous diffenters; be--
fore tientionédj in fome of the northern governments;
working ftill with the jfoar leaven -of their aficeftors,
have been fufpeced of having raifed diftrufts and jea-
" loufies about tpifcopacy, to prevent it$ taking place;
with the fond hope; that; iii fome future period (which
every true friend to Ameriga muft wifh may. never ar:
rive) when this country thall have fhaken off-her de-

_The clergy here live very difperfed, and remiote
from each other. . Their meetings are rarey and, of
the few, who_ atten sfeveral are-under-a-necef—
' fity foon'to return to their curis and families. Hence,
~theieconferences are broken and-dhort, This was-efs;
pcially the €afe. at the meeting in 1771- ~It.was

' titiontd for and' commiittees. were appointed to draw’
up the petitions, ‘. The méafure itfelf was maturely con-
fidered, and unanitteufly refolved on's unfortunately, one

of the_ papers,:fo haltily’drawn up,’ was not fo well
confidéred. At leaft, I, for my.part, think it highly-

exceptionable,”though not in any of the particulars

_pointed ‘out by.thé publiftier®¥of it. I again defire, it
may be remembgred; .thit ‘1 ?;e\ak__f,o‘r myfelf pnqy 3

though, T know, there are .others sha

row, think of it, asIdo.” Bt is afferted of {v(taries,

that they hdd « daily and openly cdlled in dueftion the-
. & _praprietary’s Yight of prefentation . This is quﬂ;&_

and unjuft; inafmuth, as the: expréfiion’is larger
more_comprehenfive, thang I ‘belleve; ‘the" fagt- will
warrant: 1§ fome 'diffenters hdd alted as'it”is hire

faid” thej" had, it ‘appeared afrerwards, that f{ome of

—ouf own- communion—tad-done—the- {atrrei i Neithér;

had it been- R#i@ly truc; does it appéaragood reafon: - Sivea prefefence Lo ativer.

to aflign :for afking-a-bifliop 4 in-fuch ‘extes, ¢ no de=
¢ gree of fupport or am(‘!axit;g,i.s_i;efded from epifcopal

N

thought-&xpedient, that-an-¢pilcopate  thould. bie pe=, .

ned it,. who,

pendency_an_the parent-fate; from the impodibility of

ebtaining epifcchal ordination; our church smu , of
HecelMity. dwindit away; and the dominion of tbe /aints
—prevail!?_‘Akinthhisj ( i
nitry at honte;:tendcious’ of whatéver, may- feem to
promiife the fecuring ouf: depeiidence; with-hold a biz
—fhop; merely-withthe view-of maKing-fure-of church.
_mieps left, having graoted odr requeft; when we fhiould:
be Yull, .we might; peradventure;. thé. more. readily,
Solloi the smu titudey, to deny them, and fay, Wbo isour
Lord ?=——Having, ‘profefiedly, offered thefe remarks;
as’ conje&turex-only; I will make ric comménts upsd
them : leavinF it to every man to lay what fitefs on,
thern, he fhall think they
own inferences from them: o .
If it be not'a Péproach, 1-am fure, it is.a mitfora-
tune, to this coontry, that fo few gentlemen bring up
““their fons to thé church. . In ather parts of the world;
" it is thought to be a good:way of providing for younge:~
fons, - Wii\ is it hot fo inMaryland 2 ‘The yppoled
_inflability of our effablijbnient may dgtér: fome §
¢ dulties, and the dangérsof 2 tedions voyage L kns
. déter-midny § fome, the expence 6f it, -Thoughmota,
native, 1 have,a pleafure; in acknowleédging; thaty.ds:
thé_palicy’of thix.couptey_has bécny o fhould it bey to;

“ givén, why one_ would Wil to'Tee;
gfégci;"?»yfi;‘ﬂ‘ with ‘ol own Joung;mieny when €z
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doné yaur cduntry_in- plainly ¥nd° ey Hatiig;_ and

evir’;cglg.;thft:‘;i"egé%ﬁx.l?{f 2. “fg?éa 'ﬁf'.igon"for'._A
e .officers fee,t"‘appgja s to ,thei;'lc'gu_ll_ly,_{'-'fb’-'c aim sheir: . |l
e;.that the nil= ehanieds theg-have therefore directéd ug; - thElv 3% prefona: :

-~ turning-ydz the:thanks of ‘the Fréemen: of Fyederick’
. count fc’:':“.}'dﬁxj 1pirited; mdnly,’ nd” able é:,r;aﬁﬁgn’ )
to that illegil, "arbitrary;, and unconitutidral thea-
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deferve, and to @raw his .

the.diffi- - - . v ' *i."?‘!!‘-‘ii;l; R Tunuel tovniy M6, soha ¢
: S el i nne-%um,!el county; May 26 1974,. - =7
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atly. réafons might.bg
gﬁ)ﬁc rghesymore ~yo
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I bave heretofdre had from them § which; perpaps; it: }a
were unreafonable and romantic ,in, me to .expett. i) g
Suffice ir; that [ {ay to them, with the good ian of RIS
Uz, ¢ how forcible dre right words . but, whar doth i', ;

¢ your arguing prove?" For thisy let them rajlat rthe,l
as they lift, in_their ceteries; and ele&ioneering clibsy
or; even, in the publick prints: I know the, tbzﬂ']x‘}
and good will, _they bear ime. - Old John Fox; the: !
martyrologifty will tell the reafun :—¢ Si is effeny; fui’ 4
¢t perbacchar) cum iis contrd ep'fcopoy.& archiepifco="
¢ pos; aut feribam prz‘vcrevmﬁillo?um‘- fa&ionj, hec
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t¢ me aculeos exacuiffent.** - .- T
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